
Dear Ed: 

1 hop tu8 is not too 600n to extend the very best wishes of the season a* 
for the New Year. 

I am writing prLma15ly to ask a favor that you my poss5bl.y be in a posftion 
to extend. Dr. Sidney Rubbo irom the University of Kclbourne is visiting us for a 
few wnt& to do mane work in microbial gexmtlcs. We #ou@t It might be %mtructim~ 
to atart a few pilot eq2c.riments with yea&. I had in r&xi prlmslrlkg a c-son of 
some features of the mzting process in geast withz. coli Kl2, especially pcmsib3.6 
differential effec%s of ultraviolet light and other zss on vegetative and sexual 
vitality. ;Xf2 would like to execute these experiments al- line8 rather sfnilar to 
the coli work and for this purpose would Uke to ham on hand a set of a few different 
nutritional mutants belon@ng to one and wile other of tb mating types. Do you ham 
any of this sort of material on hand? If so, may I ask whet&r you can send this to 
us within a reasonably short time, as Dr. Rubbo's time here is rather lierrited, I 
have gottenafewthings from Sy Pomperbuthe baa jtx3tlrraPed to a new laboratory and 
is prettg- well engrossed in those matters. Whatever details znay be available on t.ha 
pedigreea of these cultureswouldbe appreciated, too. 

Lately I have been s;-nndlng (and I hqx not wastiti) a good de&. of t$me on single- 
cell isolations of crossing cultures of E, col$.. So far out of several tmwe isblations 
I have pickedup twointerestingon~s, %e first of these consisted of a pair ,;f cells, 
ox resembling each pare n ptited, gave rise to a large yield of reccm&inants as 
well a8 the two parents. second instsnoe was a rather large uell which gave rise 
to recombinar:ts and one of the parents (the F-1 after plating. These are, of course, 
just izeliminary results, although they tend to support the mating idea. 

Ycnrfs a8 ever, 

Joshua Lederberg 

/me 


